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News for the new year


I know it has been a few months since the last newsletter but it has been a very busy winter for some of us.  The ice storms, work, and other activities have kinda forced my newsletter writing to the back burner.  Tractor pulling season is fast approaching and we need to get things into gear.  





Let me start with the sad news.  Don McCartney passed away recently.  Don had been a CASTA member for many years.  He was one of our most faithful tractor pullers.  He was always there and we could count on him to do any task we asked him to do.  For several years he said a prayer before each pull.  Don will be missed very much.





Also in the “I don’t like it” news category is the fact the Gary and Calvin Kent have decided to step down from the board of directors.  Their family business is demanding more and more of their time.  They will remain members and participate when possible.  We will continue to use the sled, which is owned by the Kent’s, but it will require more assistance from our club members.  





We have added a couple of new directors in the Kent’s absence.  Curtis Charles and Sarah Hudson have agreed to step up and serve on the board.  They will be helping with the decision making and guiding the future of our club.  





I am hoping we can get some new people to join this year.  If you have friends or family that are interested, or might be interested in tractor pulling please invite them to a pull.  Mike Osborn and Greg Zumber are working on the youth driver program.  If have a young person, under the age of 16, that is interested please contact one of them and they can get you started on the process of getting the youth driver certified.  I have plans to send a letter to all the Agriculture Education teachers (FFA chapters) in northeast Oklahoma.  I believe fixing up an old tractor and pulling it would be a good Ag Mechanics project.  





We will be doing some spot checks of RPMs during the year.  Our rules require our tractors to be within stock rpms.   We may also check fuels.  EDGE&TA (insurance) rules state that you must use fuel intended for normal use in your car or truck.  No racing or aviation fuel.  





There are some changes in the weight classes and tire rules for this year.  We will add a 7100 pound class and change the heaviest class to 8100 or the weight of the heaviest tractor present that day.  We will be adopting a tire chart similar to the NATPA tire chart.  It will be based on square inches of rubber on the ground, as quoted in the Firestone tire charts.  You will still be limited to one size tire larger (wider) than the original tire size for the tractor and tires must be mounted on the appropriate size rims.  This is not a deviation from our STOCK tractor rules.  This is just a clearer and more fair way of setting a rule on tire sizes.  Hopefully we will get the details finalized in the next few weeks.   We are eliminating the Special JD H and JD D classes since we had no tractors in those classes last year.





Hook fees for members will remain at $8 per hook.  We will allow non-members to pull for $10 per hook.  We will sign them up for EDGE&TA at that point so they will be covered.  However they will not have the other benefits of membership, such as the newsletter, and they will not accumulate points.  If they chose to join and pay full dues we will give them points credit for their previous pulls.  





I have attached a pull schedule, some of the times are not definite but the days are accurate to the best of my knowledge.  Also attached is a membership application.  Everyone must fill out a new one every year.  We need to get these back to Cathy as soon as possible so she can get everyone’s information in to EDGE&TA.  




















